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N a z i s ,  M y t h o l o g y ,  a n d  T o t a l i t a r i a n  
M in d s  in K u r t  V o n n e g u t 's  M o t h e r  N i g h t
G i l b e r t  M c I n n i s
T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  D arw in ian  eugenic ists in  G erm an y  at th e  beg in n in g  
of the  tw en tie th  cen tu ry  a n d  one, F ritz  L enz, ju stified  h is  race eugen ics by  
calling  on  D arw in 's  cousin, F rancis G alton, an d  h is  science, to  fo rm u la te  N azi 
race policy. T his sam e po licy  is exp lo red  b y  K u rt V onnegut's M other N ight (1961) 
in  the  context of to ta lita rian ism , an d  h is  no tio n  of th e  " to ta lita rian  m in d ,"  a 
m in d , as w e discover, m an u fac tu red  b y  a N azi m y th o lo g y  b ased  on  th e  ideo logy  
of social D arw in ism . In  Racial Hygiene, R obert P rocto r a rgues th a t L enz's ideas 
w ere  in fluenced  b y  G alton 's science, q u o tin g  L enz thusly :
To those in  G erm any w ho find any m ention of the w ord  "race" 
unpleasant, and  w ho w ish  to construct an opposition betw een racial 
hygiene and eugenics, it should be poin ted  ou t that the term  "race" is 
im portant even in  Galton's original [1883] definition of eugenics. G alton 
d id  no t w ant to have the analysis of racial differences excluded from  the 
science of eugenics. (29)
P rocto r investiga tes tw o  o th er G erm ans w ho  advoca ted  D arw in ian  eugenics: 
E d w in  B aur a n d  E ugen  Fischer. T hey  con tribu ted  to  the  N azi eugenics p ro g ram  
as well, b u t of th e  th ree, L enz w as th e  one m o s t closely associated  w ith  N azi race 
po licy  a n d  w hose  w orks H itle r h a d  read . P roctor claim s tha t:
In 1933 [Lenz's] paper "The Renewal of Ethics" w as republished w ith  the 
title m ore in  keeping w ith  the times: "Race as a Principle of Value." In  the 
preface, republished on  the eve of the N azi seizure of pow er, Lenz claimed 
tha t his article, first published in  1917, contained "all of the im portant 
features of N ational Socialist policy" Baur-Fischer-Lenz also continued to 
enjoy success. Lenz probably derived satisfaction from  learning tha t H itler 
him self had  read  the book w hile in  Landsberg prison, serving tim e for his 
role in  the m isfired M unich Beer-Hall Putsch of 1923. (60)
M oreover, in  H itler's Table Talk, H itle r a llu d es to  D arw in 's  th eo ry  w h en  
h e  a ttem p ts  to  ju stify  h is  n e w  type  of w ar. D arw in 's  id eas are  th e  basis for th e  
N az i m y tho logy  of "R acial H yg iene ,"  a n d  th is m y th o lo g y  is k n o w n  to have  
p ro v id e d  H itle r w ith  a scientific ra tionale  for h is  decision  to  ex term inate  m illions
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of Jew s. O n O ctober 10, 1941, H itle r m a d e  h is  D arw in ian  v iew s clear in  a 
d iscussion  ab o u t w ar. H e  said:
War has re turned  to its prim itive form. [...] O riginally w ar w as nothing 
bu t a struggle for pasture-grounds. To-day w ar is nothing bu t a struggle 
for the riches of nature. By virtue of an inherent law, these riches belong to 
h im  w ho conquers them . [...] By m eans of the struggle, the elites are 
continually renew ed. The law  of selection justifies the incessant struggle, 
by allowing the survival of the fittest. (51)
T he references " in h e ren t law " an d  "By m ean s  of the  s trugg le" are  obv iously  an 
ind ica tion  th a t H itle r k n ew  of D arw in 's  theory. In  add ition , h is  m en tion  of the 
" law  of selection" is ev idence th a t H itle r kn ew  specifically  ab o u t D arw in 's  idea 
of n a tu ra l selection. A lso, H itle r 's  in te rest in  social D arw in ism  is ev id en t w h en  he 
justifies h is  "R acial H yg iene" w ith  th e  te rm  su rv ival of th e  fittest.1
F rom  th e  foregoing, then , w e observe th a t th e  N az i race po licy  h a d  its 
scientific justifications. N o w adays, how ever, scholars like C lyde K luckhohn  
assert th a t it w as m ere  m y thm ak ing . H e  states, " th e  case of N az i G erm an y  is an 
excellent illu s tra tion  of th e  idea l p a tte rn s  ( 'th e  m y th ') b e in g  p ro v id ed  from  above 
alm ost w ho le  cloth a n d  of th e  state, th ro u g h  various organ iza tions, exerting  all 
its force to  m ak e  th e  behav io ra l p a tte rn s  conform  to the  s ta n d a rd s  of conduct la id  
d o w n  in  th e  N azi m y tho logy"  (37).
T he N az i m y th o lo g y  th a t K luckhohn  exam ines is p o rtra y e d  in  deta il in 
K u rt V onnegut's M other N ight. M other N ight is ab o u t H o w a rd  C am pbell, a N azi 
p ro p a g a n d is t a n d  doub le  agent, w h o  w rites  h is  "C onfessions" w h ile  w aitin g  in  a 
Je ru sa lem  p riso n  to  be  ju d g e d  for h is N az i w ar crim es. C am pbell's  sto ry  or 
confession is p rim a rily  concerned  w ith  h is  life as a spy, an d  to  a lesser ex ten t h is 
invo lvem en t in  the  N azi H o locaust, a H o locaust m a in ly  justified , in  H itle r 's  view, 
b y  th e  idea  of race eugenics, w h ich  w as a d ap te d  from  D arw in 's  th eo ry  of 
evo lu tion . T herefore, th e  N az i H olocaust, an d  indirectly , th e  im plica tions of 
social D arw in ism , are  cen tra l to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  n a rra tiv e  of M other N igh t.
In  th e  w o rld  dep ic ted  in  M other N ight, characters strugg le  to  a d a p t to  
th e ir en v iro n m en t for th e  sake of su rv ival; at the  sam e tim e, th e  novel also relates 
th e  strugg le  of a to ta lita rian  "w ill"  to  re fash ion  th e  h u m a n  conscience. H o w ard  
C am pbell's  invo lvem en t in  th e  N az i m y th o lo g y  is cen tra l to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  these 
conflicting forces, for as h e  succum bs to  th e  S tate 's efforts to  instill conform ity  to  
its " to ta lita rian  m in d ,"  h is  conscience, a n d  therefo re  h is  character, is 
tran sfo rm ed . T herefore, th e  N azi m y th o lo g y  is a logical ex tension  of D arw in 's
1 It is very interesting that Hitler in  the context of his topic on war would allude to Thomas 
Robert Malthus's term, because Malthus "coined" it after his extensive research on the 
subject of population control. See also Manenschijn, p . 90.
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idea, ap p lied  to  a social env ironm en t; an d  w h en  the  th eo ry  of evo lu tio n  is 
ap p lied  to  a social env ironm en t, a m y th o lo g y  is created , an d  g rave  h u m a n  
consequences ensue .
C en tra l to u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  " to ta lita rian  m in d "  is C am pbell's  
descrip tion  of w h y  a n d  h o w  th e  h u m a n  m in d  is u n d e rg o in g  a tran sfo rm ation . 
Shortly  after th e  a rrest of the  social D arw in is t Dr. Jones a n d  h is  "g an g " of fascists 
for th e ir subversive  N az i activities in  A m erica, C am pbell says:
I have never seen a m ore sublim e dem onstration  of the totalitarian 
m ind, a m ind  w hich m ight be likened unto  a system  of gears w hose teeth 
have been filed off at random . Such a snaggle-toothed thought machine, 
driven  by a standard  or even substandard  libido, w hirls w ith  the jerky, 
noisy, gaudy  pointlessness of a cuckoo clock in Hell.
The boss G -m an concluded w rongly tha t there w ere no teeth  on  the 
gears in  the m ind  of Jones. "You're com pletely crazy," he said.
Jones w asn 't com pletely crazy The dism aying th ing  about the 
classic totalitarian m ind  is tha t any given gear, though  m utilated, will 
have at its circumference unbroken sequences of teeth  tha t are 
immaculately, tha t are exquisitely m achined.
H ence the cuckoo clock in  H ell—keeping perfect tim e for eight 
m inutes and thirty-three seconds, jum ping ahead fourteen m inutes, 
keeping perfect tim e for six seconds, jum ping ahead tw o seconds, keeping 
perfect tim e for tw o hours and one second, then  jum ping ahead a year.
The m issing teeth, of course, are simple, obvious tru ths, tru ths 
available and  com prehensible even to  ten-year-olds, in  m ost cases.
The w ilful filing off of gear teeth, the w ilful doing w ithout certain 
obvious pieces of inform ation—
That w as how  a household  as contradictory as one com posed of 
Jones, Father Keeley, V ice-Bundesfuehrer K rapptaer, and the Black 
Fuehrer could exist in relative harm ony —
That w as how  m y father-in-law  could contain in  one m ind  an 
indifference tow ard  slave w om en and  love for a blue vase —
That w as how  R udolf Hoess, C om m andant of A uschw itz, could 
alternate over the loudspeakers of A uschw itz great m usic and calls for 
corpse-carriers—
That w as how  N azi G erm any could sense no im portant differences 
betw een civilization and  hydrophobia —
That is the closest I can come to explaining the legions, the nations of 
lunatics I've seen in  m y time. (162-163)
First, it sh o u ld  be  p o in ted  o u t th a t V onnegut's im age of th e  to ta lita rian  m in d  as 
"m ach ine" is fo u n d ed  on  th e  ideo logy  of b o th  R ene D escartes an d  m o d e rn  
science. For instance, in  Biology as Ideology, L ew on tin  a rgues that:
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All of m odern  biology and, indeed, all of m odern  science takes as its 
inform ing m etaphor the clock m echanism  described by Rene Descartes in 
Part V of his Discourses. Descartes, being religious, excluded the hum an  
soul from  the bete machine, bu t tha t very soon becam e included as w ell to 
m ake the homme machine of the present view. M odern science sees the 
w orld, both  living and dead, as a large and com plicated system  of gears 
and  levers. (12)
Second, C am pbell's  rep ea ted  phrase , "T h a t w as how ," exp la ins h o w  th e  
characters are  in fo rm ed  an d  cond itioned  b y  th e  m y th o lo g y  b e h in d  the 
to ta lita rian  m ind , an d  therefo re  it w ill be considered  often  th ro u g h o u t th is paper. 
B ut before  exp lo ring  th a t avenue, an  investiga tion  of to ta lita rian ism  is necessary.
T o ta lita rian ism  d o m in a ted  tw en tie th -cen tu ry  politics to  a horrific  
extent. T he term , accord ing  to K han, "en te red  com m on u sag e  after M usso lin i 
em p loyed  it as a descrip tion  of th e  Ita lian  fascist sta te  in  the la te  1920s" (50). 
H ow ever, th e  n o tio n  of to ta lita rian  p o w er ex is ted  before  M usso lin i. B ut the 
tw en tie th -cen tu ry  version  w as far m ore  ru th le ss  th a n  the  to ta lita rian ism  of the 
p a s t—N ero 's  o r R obesp ierre 's for e x a m p le —because  it w as responsib le  for far 
m ore  d ea th s  (in th e  m illions in  fact) th a n  an y  of its p redecesso rs. In  The Theme of 
Totalitarianism in "English" Fiction, K law itter a rgues th a t m o d e rn  to ta lita rian ism  
ad h eres  to  an  "official an d  exclusive ideo logy  or set of convictions to  w h ich  the 
society  is to  be com m itted  a n d  w h ich  w ill be th e  basis for a n ew  ty p e  of political 
an d  social o rd e r and fo r  a new type o f man" (23; italics added ). P eter K reeft 
ex p an d s  K law itte r 's  n o tio n  of a "n ew  ty p e  of m a n "  w h en  he  claim s th a t "T he 
N ew  M an  th a t seem s to  be em erg in g  is n o t im m ora l b u t am oral. H e  is n o t the 
seria l k ille r—th ey  h ave  alw ays been  a ro u n d —b u t th e  k iller of conscience" (104). 
K law itter w rite s  of H o w ard  C am pbell as an  am oral character (117), a n d  once w e 
exam ine C am pbell's  ro le as a conditioner, th e  a rg u m en ts  of K reeft a n d  K law itter 
above w ill be  crucial to u n d e rs ta n d in g  C am pbell as a "k iller of conscience." 
H ence, V onnegu t im plies th a t w e sh o u ld  n o  longer fear the  idea  of a to ta lita rian  
state, b u t th e  n o tion  of a to ta lita rian  m ind .
C am pbell's  rad io  p ro p a g a n d a  illum ina tes h is ro le in  crea ting  the 
to ta lita rian  m ind . A t an  A m erican  fascist "Iron  G u ard  of the W hite  Sons of the 
A m erican  C onstitu tion" m ee tin g  after th e  w ar, th e  lead e r of the  g roup , Dr. Jones, 
rep lay s one of C am pbell's  rad io  b roadcasts, an d  it is from  th is b ro ad cas t th a t w e 
u n d e rs ta n d  C am pbell's  su p p o r t for H itle r 's  eugen ics po licy  m ore  concretely. The 
b ro ad cas t says: "T here is a fine article in  th e  cu rren t R ead er's  D igest w ith  the 
title, 'T h e re  are  N o A theis ts  in  Foxholes.' I sh o u ld  like to  ex p an d  th is them e a 
little  a n d  tell you  tha t, even  th o u g h  th is is a w ar in sp ired  b y  th e  Jew s, a w ar th a t 
on ly  th e  Jew s can w in , th ere  are no  Jew s in  foxholes, e ith e r"  (132). A s Tanner 
argues, C am pbell's  rad io  b ro ad cas ts  w ere  d an g ero u s because  " th ey  s tren g th en ed
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th e  fan tasies of th e  types w ho  ru n  the  concen tra tion  cam ps" (303). A lso, h is 
b ro ad cas ts  excu lpa ted  n o t on ly  " th e  types" w ho  o p e ra ted  the  cam ps, b u t those 
w h o  w o rk ed  for th e  G erm an  b u reau cracy  as w ell; for exam ple, C am pbell's 
father-in-law , W erner N oth , w ho  served  H itle r as B erlin 's chief of police. N ear the 
v e ry  en d  of th e  w ar, N o th  says to  C am pbell: "I rea lized  th a t a lm ost all the ideas 
th a t I h o ld  now , th a t m ake  m e u n a sh a m e d  of an y th in g  I m a y  h av e  felt o r done  as 
a N azi, cam e from  n o t H itler, n o t from  G oebbels, n o t from  H im m le r—b u t from  
you  [...]. You alone k e p t m e  from  conc lud ing  th a t G erm an y  h a d  gone insane" 
(80-81; italics added ). In  N o th 's  confession, w e could  very  w ell h ave  ad d ed , "T hat 
w as h o w " you "k e p t m e  from  conclud ing  th a t G erm an y  h a d  gone insane ."
C am pbell's  tru th  w as b ro ad cas t n o t on ly  to  the  cam ps a n d  to  the 
bureaucracy , b u t also to  th e  w ho le  G erm an  n a tio n . W e observe h is  sphere  of 
in fluence  as w ell as h is im plicit self-condem nation  w h en  h e  affirm s th a t all of 
G erm an y  w as g u ilty  for be liev ing  in  H itle r 's  F inal Solution, for it w as p rim arily  
th ro u g h  h is  b ro ad cas ts  th a t the  G erm an  peop le  w ere  led  to  believe H itle r 's  
m ytho logy . T his is no ticeab le  in d irec tly  in  a com m ent C am pbell m ak es ab o u t 
A do lf E ichm ann: "T his m a n  ac tua lly  believed  th a t h e  h a d  in v en ted  h is o w n  trite  
defense, th o u g h  a w ho le  n a tio n  of n in e ty  som e-odd  m illion  h a d  m ad e  th e  sam e 
defense before  h im "  (123). L ike C am pbell's  father-in-law , a "w ho le  n a tio n  of 
n in e ty  som e-odd  m illion" w ere  co nd itioned  to  believe in  H itle r 's  m y th o lo g y  of 
in fe rio r races.
In  add ition , th e  N az i m y th o lo g y  re lied  on  social D arw in ism  to achieve 
its F inal S o lu tion . C u rt S tern  ou tlines h o w  D arw in ism  o p en ed  th e  d o o r to  N azi 
race eugenics. "W hen  C harles D arw in  p o in ted  o u t th e  ro le th a t n a tu ra l selection 
of certa in  genetic types h a s  p lay ed  in  th e  evo lu tion  of an im al an d  p la n t species, it 
w as soon rea lized  th a t m o d e rn  m a n  m a y  be  sub jected  to  sim ilar selective 
in fluences" (201). H e  adds: "D arw in  h a d  stressed  th e  ru th le ss  strugg le , in  w hich  
th e  genetically  less fit h as  a p o o re r chance of rep ro d u c in g  h is  k in d  th a n  the  m ore  
fit" (201). T he app lica tion  of D arw in 's  th eo ry  to  genetics led  S tern  to  a question  
th a t is p e rtin en t to ou r s tu d y  of V onnegut's M other Night: "H ad  n o t an  om inous 
s itua tion  been  crea ted  w h ich  w o u ld  lead  to  an  increase in  u n d esirab le  genetic 
constitu tions?" (201). L ikew ise, Je rry  B ergm an su p p o rts  S tern 's claim  th a t the 
field  of eugen ics o rig in a ted  from  th e  social D arw in is ts ' desire  to  correct these 
"u n d es irab le  genetic constitu tions,"  an d  th a t F rancis G alton  w as one such 
scien tist w ho  d id  p io n ee rin g  w ork  fo r th e  N az i eugen ics p ro g ram . A s sta ted  
earlier, G alton 's scientific p rinc ip les w ere  ju stified  by  D arw in 's  theory, a n d  read  
b y  H itler. B ergm an a rgues th a t G alton 's ideas, un fo rtunate ly , led  to  bio logical 
rac ism  u n d e r  N az ism  w h en  he  states, "E specially  in fluen tia l in  th e  deve lo p m en t 
of b io logical racism , a n d  th e  trag ed y  th a t it b ro u g h t civ ilization , w as the  theo ry  
of eugen ics d ev e loped  b y  C harles D arw in 's  cousin, F rancis G alton" (164). 
M oreover, D arw in , in  th e  Descent, ag reed  w ith  G alton 's v iew  on  "in fe rio r"
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m arriages, an d  b o th  D arw in 's  an d  G alton 's v iew s w ere  la ter tu rn e d  in to  law s 
aga in s t th e  Jew s b y  th e  N azis. "O n  th e  o ther h an d , as Mr. G alton  h a s  rem arked , if 
th e  p ru d e n t avo id  m arriage , w h ils t th e  reck less m arry, th e  in ferio r m em bers w ill 
te n d  to  su p p la n t the  b e tte r m em b ers of society"(618). S tan ley  H y m an  explains 
w h a t h a p p e n e d  w h en  D arw in 's  th eo ry  w as a d a p te d  b y  th e  likes of G alton, and  
ap p lied  to  a social context:
W hen D arw in concluded his The Origin of the Species (1859) w ith  a call for 
evolutionary treatm ent in  the sciences of m an, he opened the door to a 
variety of genetic studies of culture, and  w hen  he show ed in  The Descent of 
Man (1871) that hum an  evolution w as insignificant organically although 
vastly speeded up  culturally (we m ight no t be so quick to say "ethically" 
as he was), he m ade cultural studies the legitim ate heirs of evolutionary 
biology (47)
A ccordingly, because  D arw in  "o p en ed  the  door to  a v a rie ty  of genetic  s tu d ies  of 
cu ltu re ,"  N o rth ro p  F rye h ig h lig h ts  these "m yth ica l analog ies to  evo lu tion ," 
especially  w h en  "m y th  develops an  ideology: certa in  aspects of w h a t is called 
social D arw in ism , for instance, tr ied  to  rationalize the authority o f European societies 
over 'inferior’ ones. Such ideo logy  h a d  a very  pervasive  influence in  p o p u la r 
m y tho logy" (174; italics added).
V onnegut's choice to  tran sfo rm  C am pbell from  a p lay w rig h t to  a 
b ro ad cas te r is an  a ttem p t to  p o rtray  h o w  th e  m ass m ed ia  refash ions th e  h u m a n  
m in d  to  believe in  th is "p o p u la r m ythology." M oreover, accord ing  to M other 
N ight, H itle r cou ld  n o t h av e  ach ieved  h is political goals to  the  degree  h e  d id  if it 
w ere  n o t for com m un ications technology, o p e ra ted  b y  the  likes of H o w ard  
C am pbell. U n like  A m erican  rad io  technology, w h ich  w as u se d  m a in ly  for 
e n te r ta in m en t p u rp o se s  in  th e  1930s, its G erm an  co u n te rp a rt w as u se d  b y  H itle r 
to  p ro p ag a te  h is  "R acial H yg iene" agenda. H u x ley  argues th is p o in t as w ell 
w h en  he  states:
A t his trial after the Second W orld War, H itler's M inister for Arm am ents, 
A lbert Speer, delivered a long speech in  which, w ith  rem arkable 
acuteness, he described the N azi tyranny and  analysed its m ethods. 
"H itler's dictatorship," he said, "differed in  one fundam ental po in t from 
all its predecessors in  history. It w as the first dictatorship in the present 
period  of m odern  technical developm ent, a dictatorship w hich m ade 
com plete use of all technical m eans for the dom ination of its ow n country. 
T hrough technical devices like the radio and the loud-speaker, eighty 
m illion people w ere deprived of independent thought. (65)
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K han, exam in ing  tw en tie th -cen tu ry  to ta lita rian ism , su p p o rts  H ux ley 's  
observation . H e  n o tes  tha t, "M o d ern  com m unications g ive o rg an ized  peop le  an 
ad v an tag e  over m asses of d iso rg an ized  peop le  a n d  p ro v id e  th e  m ean s  for the 
political lead e rsh ip  to  m an ip u la te  th e  th o u g h ts  of th e  p o p u la tio n "  (50). 
T herefore, b y  m ean s  of m ass com m unication , H itler, v ia  C am pbell, w as able to 
cond ition  G erm an y  in to  be liev ing  th e  N az i m ythology . C am pbell u ses the  m ass 
m ed ia  to  cond ition  th e  th o u g h ts  of th e  p o p u la tio n , b u t m o re  specifically, h e  uses 
th em  to  p ro m o te  H itle r 's  R acial H yg iene . A n d  accord ing  to  th e  g rea t geneticist, 
T heodosiu s  D obzhansky, C am pbell's  ro le is typ ica l of h o w  th e  id eas of evo lu tion  
are  d issem in a ted  th ro u g h o u t a cu ltu re  because  its "p o ten cy  is d u e  to its be ing  
tran sm itted  b y  teach ing  a n d  lea rn ing"  (43). A s C am pbell " tran sm its  b y  teach ing" 
th e  ideo logy  of social D arw in ism , h e  m ak es  "cu ltu ra l s tud ies  th e  leg itim ate  heirs 
of ev o lu tio n a ry  biology."
H ow ever, C am pbell d e fen d s h im se lf aga in s t such  a p ro p o sitio n  w hile  
w ritin g  h is  "C onfessions." H e  believes th a t a doub le  ag en t m ust, like H am let, be 
"cruel, on ly  to be  k in d ."  T herefore, h e  a rgues th a t he  is "p riva te ly "  innocen t and  
"pub lic ly " g u ilty  for h is  N az i w a r crim es because  h is  ro le as a doub le  agen t for 
th e  A m ericans justifies the  evil h e  d id  w h ile  acting  as a b ro ad cas te r for H itler. 
T anner su m m arizes C am pbell's  ro le as a rad io  p ro p a g a n d is t an d  a doub le  agen t 
w h en  he  states:
A t the same time, following secret instructions, he inserts coughs, pauses, 
m annerism s, etc., w hich form  the coded answ ers to questions the 
Americans w ant answ ered. A ny speech, then, w as tw o speeches: the 
surface message, m ongering to the vilest G erm an fixations and justifying 
their cruellest acts; and  a h idden  message to the Allies, conveying accurate 
inform ation w hich w as necessary if the G erm an evil w as to be defeated.
(301)
It is tru e  th a t C am pbell su p p lied  th e  A m ericans w ith  valuab le  in fo rm ation  th a t 
a p p a ren tly  led  to  G erm any 's defeat; yet h e  also p ro v id ed  th e  G erm an  peop le  
w ith  a "p o p u la r m y tho logy" th a t ju s tified  th e  k illing  of m illions of Jew s. Even 
after the w ar, C am pbell adm its , "I do  n o t k n o w  to th is d ay  w h a t in fo rm ation  
w en t o u t th ro u g h  m e" (1) a n d  h e  confesses th a t "T he p a r t of m e  th a t w an ted  to 
tell th e  tru th  go t tu rn e d  in to  an  ex p ert liar!" (150). C am pbell's  claim s are  to  an 
ex ten t true , b u t th e  ro les h e  p lays are  also sym bolic of th e  to ta lita rian  m ind , a 
"m in d  w h ich  m ig h t be  likened  u n to  a system  of gears  w hose  tee th  h ave  been  
filed  off a t ran d o m " (162). In  th is way, h is d u a l ro les sym bolize h o w  th e  N azi 
m y th o lo g y  opera tes  w ith in  the h u m a n  m in d . H is  cond ition ing  allow s h im  to 
serve H itle r tru th fu lly  on  th e  rad io  w hile  a t th e  sam e tim e e n su rin g  h is  su rv ival 
b y  se rv ing  th e  A m ericans secretly.
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E ven w hile  o p e ra tin g  as a doub le  agent, C am pbell is responsib le  for 
cond ition ing  th e  G erm an  peop le  in to  be liev ing  in  H itle r 's  political goal of R acial 
H yg iene . T anner n o tes  th a t " th e  surface m essages, even  th o u g h  th ey  w ere  on ly  
sim u la ted  speeches to  enab le  C am pbell to  do  the  b rav e  w o rk  of h e lp in g  the 
A llies, d id  reach  the  G erm an  listeners as rea l in fo rm ation" (301). T anner's 
a rg u m en t is illu s tra ted  b y  V onnegut's character, W erner N oth , in  M other Night. "I 
rea lized  th a t a lm ost all th e  ideas th a t I  h o ld  now , th a t m ake  m e u n a sh a m e d  of 
an y th in g  I m ay  h av e  felt o r done  as a N azi, cam e n o t from  H itler, n o t from  
G oebbels, n o t from  H im m le r—b u t from  you  [C am pbell]" (80-81). Indeed , N o th  
declares th a t C am pbell alone k e p t h im  from  "con c lu d in g  th a t G erm an y  h a d  gone 
in sane" (80/81). C am pbell's  "rea l in fo rm ation ,"  o r tru th  " th a t goes m a rch in g  on," 
is, of course, fo u n d ed  on  the  belief e sp o u sed  b y  H itler: "By v ir tu e  of an  in h e ren t 
law, these  riches b e lo n g  to  h im  w ho  conquers them . [...] By m ean s of the 
struggle , th e  elites are  con tinually  renew ed . T he law  of selection justifies the 
incessan t struggle , b y  a llow ing  th e  su rv iva l of th e  fittest" (51). A no ther character 
in  M other N ight, Dr. Jones, exposes C am pbell's  g u ilt in  h is fascist n ew sp ap er, The 
W hite Christian M inutem an. A fter th e  w ar, in  N ew  York, C am pbell read s  an  article 
ab o u t h im se lf w ritten  b y  Dr. Jones. Jones claim s th a t d u rin g  th e  w ar, C am pbell 
w as b rav e  en o u g h  to  " te ll th e  tru th  ab o u t th e  consp iracy  of in te rn a tio n a l Jew ish  
b an k in g  an d  in te rn a tio n a l Jew ish  C om m un ists w h o  w ill n o t re s t u n til the  
b lo o d s tream  of ev ery  A m erican  is h o p e lessly  p o llu ted  w ith  N eg ro  an d /o r 
O rien ta l b lood" (56). A s B ergm an concluded  above, th is  type  of b io logical rac ism  
"w as deve loped  from  th e  th eo ry  of eugen ics d eve loped  b y  C harles D arw in 's  
cousin, F rancis G alton" (164), a n d  w as, accord ing  to  P roctor, tak en  u p  la te r by  
th e  G erm an  social D arw in is t, F ritz  Lenz, w hose  w orks H itle r re a d  in  L andsberg  
P rison. T herefore, accord ing  to V onnegut's M other N ight, as H y m an  argues, social 
D arw in ism  m ak es "cu ltu ra l s tud ies  th e  leg itim ate  h e irs  o f ev o lu tio n ary  biology," 
in  a p p ly in g  D arw in 's  ideas to  th e  h u m a n  race. W e observe th is m isapp lica tion  
firs t-h an d  w h en  C am pbell d issem ina tes  th e  N azi's social-D arw in ist p ro g ram  in 
G erm any.
In  the cu ltu ra l context of W orld  W ar II, C.S. L ew is fo resaw  the 
im plica tions of D arw in ian  eugenics, an d  of a re liance on  a scientific techn ique  to 
cond ition  peop le  to believe in  th is m ythology. "T he m an -m o u ld e rs  of th e  n ew  
age w ill be a rm ed  w ith  th e  po w ers  of an  o m n icom peten t sta te  an d  an  irresistib le  
scientific techn ique" (43). Lew is's "om n ico m p e ten t sta te" is rep re sen ted  in  
M other N ight b y  C am pbell's  sphere  of influence, a ided , o f course, by  th e  m ass 
m ed ia  a n d  to ta lita rian ism . W e see th a t C am pbell fosters th e  e stab lishm en t of an 
o m n ico m p eten t sta te  w h en  w e consider h is  ability  to  im bue  " to ta lita rian  m in d s"  
w ith  a m y th o lo g y  sh ap ed  b y  th e  ideas of social D arw in ism .
L ikew ise, the  N az i m ythology, or th e  T h ird  R eich's "scientific 
techn ique ,"  affected  th e  beliefs o f m a n y  G erm ans, b u t it also affected th e  beliefs
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of m an y  A m ericans, an d  th a t sphere  of in fluence  is m a in ly  d u e  to  m o d e rn  m ass 
com m unication . F irst, Dr. Jones's Black A m erican  ass istan t A u g u st K ra p p ta u e r is 
typ ica l of those  w ho  are  in fluenced  b y  C am pbell's  p ro p ag a tio n  of N azi 
m ythology. W h en  A u g u st escorts Resi, d isg u ised  as C am pbell's  w ife H elga , to  be 
reu n ited  w ith  h im  back  in  N ew  York, h e  says: " It is an  h o n o r to  risk  m y  life [...] 
for th e  w ife of a m a n  w h o  served  A do lf H itle r as w ell as H o w ard  C am pbell d id " 
(71). A lth o u g h  A u g u st h a s  n o t yet m e t C am pbell, H itle r 's  ideo logy  entices th is 
Black A m erican  so m u ch  th a t h e  is b lin d  to  the  irony  h is  fa ith  in  it im plies. 
A u g u st is w illin g  to risk  h is life for a m a n  w h o  p ro p ag a tes  th e  social D arw in is t 
id ea  th a t " th e  b lo o d s tream  of every  A m erican  is hope lessly  p o llu ted  w ith  N egro  
an d /o r O rien ta l b lood" (56). Second, in  John Brown, W.E.B. D u Bois traces Jones's 
ty p e  of A m erican  racism , aga in s t "yellow  an d  black  peop le ,"  to  th e  ideo logy  of 
D arw in ism .
It is because the splendid scientific w ork of Darwin, Weissman, G alton 
and  others has been w idely in terpre ted  as m eaning tha t there is essential 
and  inevitable inequality am ong m en and  races of m en  [...] w hereby the 
weaker nations and  individuals will gradually  succumb, and  the strong 
will inherit the earth . W ith this in terpretation  has gone the silent 
assum ption tha t the white E uropean stock represents the strong surviving 
peoples, and tha t the swarthy, yellow  and  black peoples are the ones 
rightly doom ed to  eventual extinction (375-6)
Lastly, a t the  "Iron  G u a rd  of th e  W hite  Sons of th e  A m erican  C onstitu tion" 
m eeting , Jones m akes it clear th a t C am pbell's  m essage, w h ich  A u g u st h as 
accepted , reach ed  A m erica b y  the  a id  of technology. Jones says, " 'I f  a m a n  w as 
fo rtu n a te  en o u g h  to  h av e  a short-w ave rad io ,"  h e  said, 'th e re  w as still one 
fo u n ta in h ead  of t r u t h - j u s t  o n e '"  (131).
V onnegut's character Dr. Jones is p e rh ap s  the  finest exam ple  of h o w  
social D arw in ism  of th e  W orld  W ar II p e rio d  increases th e  sphere  of in fluence  of 
th e  N azi m y th o lo g y  in  A m erica. C am pbell's  descrip tion  of Jones leads u s  to 
conclude th a t Jones 's m in d , too, h a s  been  re -c rea ted  "totally ." "I h ave  never 
seen," C am pbell no tes , "a  m ore  sub lim e d em o n s tra tio n  of th e  to ta lita rian  m ind , a 
m in d  w h ich  m ig h t be likened  u n to  a system  of gears w h o se  tee th  h av e  been  filed 
off a t ran d o m " (162). C am pbell also in fo rm s u s  th a t w h ile  Jones w as s tu d y in g  at 
d en ta l college, h e  deve loped  h is  o w n  A m erican  version  of H itle r 's  Racial 
H yg iene , an d  h is  m y th o lo g y  is sim ilar to  th a t of F rancis G alton 's m y th o lo g y  of 
eugenics. C om m en ting  on  Jones 's academ ic b ackg round , C am pbell says: "Jones 
m an ag e d  to  go from  it [h is d en ta l observations] to  a th eo ry  th a t w as all h is 
o w n - t h a t  the tee th  of Jew s an d  N egroes p ro v ed  b ey o n d  question  th a t bo th  
g ro u p s  w ere  d egenera te"  (58). Bruce L incoln 's claim  lead s u s  to  question  the 
sincerity  of Jones's academ ics. L incoln p ro p o ses th a t "If m y th  is ideo logy  in
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n arra tiv e  form , th en  scho larsh ip  is m y th  w ith  foo tno tes" (209). Jones's academ ic 
science is sim ilar to  th e  ty p e  described  b y  L incoln 's analysis of scholarsh ip , or 
"m y th  w ith  foo tno tes"; Jones tran sfo rm s h is  ideo logy  in to  n a rra tiv e  form , and  
justifies it b y  research.
Jones exp lo its o th er m ed ia  to  tran sm it h is  social D arw in ism , thereby  
exem plify ing  H y m an 's  claim  th a t social D arw in ism  m a d e  "cu ltu ra l s tud ies  the 
leg itim ate  h e irs  of ev o lu tio n a ry  biology." C am pbell tells u s  th a t a fter college, 
Jones h a d  p u b lish e d  a book  w h e re in  science, religion, fine art, an d  the  a rt of 
p ro p a g a n d a  com bined  to  fo rm  h is "m y th  w ith  foo tno tes." "A nd h e  w ro te  and  
p u b lish e d  a t h is  o w n  expense a book  th a t com bined  n o t on ly  d en tis try  an d  
theology, b u t the  fine arts as well. The n am e  of th e  book  w as Christ Was N ot a Jew. 
H e  p ro v ed  h is  p o in t b y  rep ro d u c in g  in  th e  book  fifty  fam ous p a in tin g s  of Jesus. 
A ccord ing  to  Jones, n o t one p a in tin g  show ed  Jew ish  jaw s or tee th" (59-60). W hile 
V onnegut's in v en tion  of the  book  is u se d  for satirical ends, it is also a p a ro d y  of 
social D arw in is t theo ries of cran ial ind ices of race. In  add ition , Jones u se d  the 
m ed ia , nam ely  h is  o w n  n ew sp ap er, The W hite Christian M inutem an, to  recru it 
y o u n g  peop le  in to  h is  m ovem ent. W e observe h is  rec ru itm en t m e th o d  w h en  
C am pbell, a t "T he Iron  G u a rd  of th e  W hite  Sons of th e  A m erican  C onstitu tion" 
m eeting , asks h im  h o w  th e  y o u th  w ere  recru ited . Jones replies: "T h ro u g h  m y  
p a p e r  [...], b u t th ey  rea lly  recru ited  them selves. W orried , conscien tious p a ren ts  
w ere  w ritin g  to  The W hite Christian M inutem an  all th e  tim e, ask ing  m e if there  
w asn 't som e y o u th  m o v em en t th a t w an ted  to  keep  the  A m erican  b lo o d stream  
p u re "  (130).
Sim ilarly, Jones's id eo lo g y  is tran sm itted  in to  th e  cu ltu re  w h en  it is 
exp ressed  th ro u g h o u t the  pages of h is  n ew sp ap er. C am pbell in fo rm s u s  th a t 
" issues h a d  been  m a iled  free to  every  p e rso n  in  Who's Who. T he on ly  illu s tra tions 
w ere  p h o to g rap h s  an d  d iag ram s of teeth , a n d  every  article w as an  exp lana tion  of 
som e cu rren t even ts in  te rm s of Jones's theo ries ab o u t den titio n  an d  race" (59). It 
is im p o rtan t to  em p h as ize  th a t ev ery  article "w as an  exp lana tion  of som e cu rren t 
even ts in  te rm s of Jones's theo ries."  T hus, h is  th eo ry  or m y th o lo g y  w ins 
cred ib ility  w h en  it is ap p lied  to  cu ltu ra l events, especially  if w e consider th a t 
m y th  m u s t in filtra te  cu ltu re  b y  "teach in g  an d  lea rn ing"  in  o rd e r to tran sfo rm  it, 
an d  th is is w h a t D o b zh an sk y  asserted  above. H is  claim  lead s u s  to  reflect on 
Jones's role in  sp read in g  th e  gospel of social D arw in ism . T hus, Jones's n ew sp ap e r 
is essen tia l to construc ting  th e  N az i m y th o lo g y  because  it p ro v id es a vehicle to 
tra n sm it D arw in 's  th e o ry  in to  th e  cultu re . A lso, in  th e  fo rm  of new s stories, 
Jones's ideo logy  is received  as fact by  a re a d in g  cu ltu re . Yet b e h in d  th e  m ask  of 
h is  n ew sp ap e r is a m y th o lo g y  crea ted  b y  h im  an d  ju s tified  because  it, accord ing  
to  W.E.B. D u  Bois, is sanctioned  b y  D arw in 's  theory.
L ike C am pbell, Dr. Jones is ev en tu a lly  recru ited  by  th e  N az is  as a 
p ro p a g a n d is t to  cond ition  A m ericans in to  believ ing  in  th e  N az i m ythology.
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W h en  Jones accepts th e  offer, h is  n e w sp a p e r is tran sfo rm ed  in to  a G erm an  
p ro p a g a n d a  m ach ine  for the  G erm an  eugen ics p rog ram . W e observe  the 
b eg in n in g  p h ase  of th is evo lu tion  w h en  Jones en d s u p  b a n k ru p t sho rtly  after the 
stock m ark e t crash  in  1929. H ow ever, h is  n ew sp ap e r resum es pub lica tion  w ith  
th e  financial h e lp  of th e  N az i party . C am pbell tells u s:
The first issues in  the new  series of The White Christian Minuteman w ere as 
unreadable as those of the old series. But then  a m iracle happened. The 
Minuteman jum ped  from  four pages to eight. The m ake-up, the 
typography  and the paper becam e snappy and  handsom e. Dental 
d iagram s w ere replaced by new sy photographs, and the pages crackled 
w ith  datelines and bylines from  all over the w orld.
The explanation w as sim ple —and obvious. Jones h ad  been recruited 
and  financed as a p ropaganda agent for H itler's then-rising Third G erm an 
Reich. Jones's new s, photographs, cartoons and  editorials w ere com ing 
straight from  the N azi p ropaganda mills in  Erfurt, Germany. (60)
A t th e  tim e  w h en  Jones's n e w sp a p e r w as rev ived , D arw in ian  eugen ics beg an  to 
h av e  a w o rld w id e  influence, because, accord ing  to  C am pbell, th e  rev ived  
n e w sp a p e r "crack led  w ith  da te lines  a n d  by lines from  all over th e  w o rld ,"  an d  
w as financed  b y  "H itle r 's  th en -ris in g  T h ird  G erm an  R eich." M oreover, the 
articles w ere  "com ing  s tra ig h t from  N azi p ro p a g a n d a  m ills," an d  C am pbell even 
confesses th a t it "is qu ite  possib le, incidentally , th a t m u ch  of h is  m ore  scu rrilous 
m ate ria l w as w ritten  by  m e" (60).
H ow ever, ev en tua lly  Jones is cau g h t an d  in d ic ted  b y  th e  A m erican  
governm en t. C am pbell's  descrip tion  of h is in d ic tm en t reveals th e  far-reach ing  
effects of Jones's m y th o lo g y  on  th e  A m erican  public.
C onspiring to  destroy the m orale and  faith  and  confidence of the m em bers 
of the m ilitary and naval forces of the U nited States and the people of the 
U nited States in  their public officials and  republican form  of governm ent; 
conspiring to  seize up o n  and  use and  m isuse the right of freedom  of 
speech and  of the press to  spread their disloyal doctrines, intending and 
believing tha t any nation  allowing its people the right of freedom  of 
speech is pow erless to defend itself against enemies masquerading as 
patriotic; and seeking to  obstruct, im pede, break dow n and  destroy the 
p roper functioning of its republican form of governm ent under the guise of 
honest criticism; conspiring to  render the G overnm ent of the U nited States 
bereft of the faith and  confidence of the m em bers of the m ilitary and naval 
forces and of the people, and thereby render tha t governm ent pow erless to 
defend the nation  or the people against arm ed attack from  w ithout or 
treachery from w ithin. (60; italics added)
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In  p lace of "m asq u e rad in g  as pa trio tic ,"  th e  ind ic tm en t cou ld  v ery  w ell have  
read , "m asq u e rad in g  as A m erican ," o r a d a p tin g  th e  m y th o lo g y  to  th e  A m erican  
cu ltu re . M oreover, in  p lace of "u n d e r  th e  gu ise  of h o n est criticism ," the 
in d ic tm en t cou ld  h av e  read  "u n d e r  the  gu ise  of h o n e s t academ ic science," 
because, as m en tio n ed  above, Jones fo rm ed  h is  id eas from  th e  research  he  
com pleted  w h ile  a tten d in g  college as a m ed ical s tuden t, an d  those  ideas, as 
a lread y  d iscussed , are n o th in g  m ore  th a n  m y th  w ith  foo tno tes. M oreover, th is 
"m y th  w ith  foo tno tes" h ad , as it d id  in  G erm any, a w id e  ap p ea l in  A m erica since 
th e  n ineteen th -cen tu ry . In  D arwinism  and Its Relationship to Realism and Naturalism  
in American Fiction, 1860 to 1900, A rth u r  E. Jones illu s tra tes  th is p o in t as well:
one of the reasons for suggesting in  such detail the ram ifications of the 
reception of D arw inism  in the U nited States has been to show  the 
trem endous extent to w hich D arw inian evolutionary ideas had permeated 
the thinking and  w riting  of scientists, theologians, sociologists, and even 
industrialists, reaching all the w ay dow n into alm ost all levels of A m erican 
life. (12; italics added)
F u rtherm ore , K law itter a rg u es th a t Jones's ind ic tm en t reveals th e  p o w er of 
p ro p a g a n d a  to  in fluence  "A m erican life" w h en  h e  states: "It c learly  show s 
considerab le  concern  ab o u t th e  subversive  p o w er of p ro p ag an d a , an d  perhaps , 
b y  suggestion , n o t too  m u ch  tru s t in  th e  dem ocratic  im p erv io u sn ess of U.S. 
c itizens" (121). K law itte r's  p o in t ab o u t th e  "p o w er of p ro p a g a n d a "  and  
"im p erv io u sn ess of U.S. citizens" recalls to  m in d  H ux ley 's  claim  in  Brave New  
World Revised reg a rd in g  th e  G erm an  peop le  a n d  H itle r 's  effective p ro p a g a n d a  
strategy:
The first principle from  w hich he started w as a value judgm ent: the 
m asses are u tterly  contem ptible. They are incapable of abstract thinking 
and  un interested  in  any fact outside the circle of their im m ediate 
experience. Their behaviour is determ ined, not by know ledge and reason, 
bu t by feelings and  unconscious drives. It is in  these drives and feelings 
tha t "the roots of their positive as w ell as their negative attitudes are 
im planted." To be successful a p ropagandist m ust learn how  to 
m anipulate these instincts and  emotions. (69)
H itle r recogn ized  th a t th e  m asses w ere  for th e  m o s t p a r t apathetic , a n d  th a t they  
w ere, accord ing  to H uxley, m a n ip u la te d  b y  th e ir unconsc ious drives. For h is 
pa rt, H o w a rd  C am pbell m an ip u la te s  h is aud iences b y  "feelings an d  unconscious 
d rives." S im ilar to  C am pbell's  father-in-law , an d  m asses of G erm ans like h im , 
"a ll levels of A m erican  life" h ave  been  co nd itioned  to  believe in  a m y th o lo g y  
deriv ed  from  th e  id eas of D arw in . F u rtherm ore , as the  m y th o lo g y  h a d  in filtra ted
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G erm an  cu ltu re  th ro u g h  p ro p a g a n d a  an d  u n d e r  th e  gu ise  of academ ic science, it 
w as also assim ila ted  in to  A m erican  cu ltu re  b y  th e  "w ritin g s of scientists, 
theo log ians, sociologists, a n d  even  in d ustria lis ts ."
D arw in 's  th eo ry  of evo lu tion  h a s  h a d  an  im p ac t on  h o w  w e app ro ach  
o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  of cu ltu re , a n d  accord ing  to  B.F. Skinner, h u m a n s  can even 
create an  evo lu tio n ary  cu ltu re  th ro u g h  o p e ra n t cond ition ing . S k inner a rgues th a t  
h u m a n s  can take  p a r t in  th e  evo lu tion  of cu ltu re . H e  states, "T he m an  that man 
has made is th e  p ro d u c t of th e  cu ltu re  man has devised. H e  h a s  em erged  from  tw o 
q u ite  d iffe ren t p rocesses of evo lu tion : th e  b io logical evo lu tion  responsib le  for the 
h u m a n  species a n d  the  cu ltu ra l evo lu tion  carried  o u t b y  th a t species" (Beyond 
198; italics added ). T he cu ltu ra l evo lu tion  " th a t m a n  h a s  m ad e"  is "ca rried  ou t 
by "  cond itioners like C am pbell an d  Jones in M other N ight, an d  as I h ave  a lready  
a rg u e d  it  cond itions th e  m in d s  of m an y  peop le  w ho  a d a p t th e ir lives accord ing  
to  w h a t th is ev o lu tio n a ry  m y th o lo g y 2 d em an d s  of them . M oreover, K urt 
V onnegu t in  M other N ight h a s  revea led  h o w  po w erfu l o u r cu ltu re  can be  in 
fo rm in g  th e  h u m a n  m in d . H e  w an ts  u s  to  consider th a t w e are  n o  longer d ea ling  
w ith  th e  trad itio n a l no tio n  of a to ta lita rian  a tte m p t to  contro l the  political 
lan d scap e  b y  m ilita ry  force, b u t a n e w  a ttem p t to contro l th e  h u m a n  m ind . 
V onnegut's M other N ight is p rin c ip a lly  ab o u t h o w  th e  N az i m y tho logy  h as 
cond itioned  th e  h u m a n  m in d , as w e see in  the  character of C am pbell. A s s ta ted  a t 
th e  b eg in n in g  of th e  paper, th a t N az i m y tho logy  w as b ased  on  th e  id eas of racial 
h yg iene  th a t H itle r took  from  such  social D arw in is ts  as L enz a n d  F rancis G alton.
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